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AP Spanish Summer Homework 
Here is your AP Spanish summer homework!  After having had some of you in class and met others of you, I 
know that you are all very competent students and I’m excited to get started!  There are 3 parts to your 
summer homework: the essay (in English) over the exam itself, a diagnostic exam, and vocabulary to study.  
Feel free to practice and do extra!    
First, join the Google Classroom for AP Spanish!  The code to join is:  pjwaxay 
 

UNO: Ensayo del examen 

First, you will go to the AP website for the Spanish Language Exam and learn everything you can about 
the exam: format, scoring, length, date, etc.  Then you will email me a 150 words minimum composition (in 
English) or essay that explains what you have learned about the exam.  Also, tell me which parts of the 
test you think will be the hardest for you  and how you will strategize to prepare yourself for the course 
and ultimately for the test.  This is worth 50 points. 

My e-mail address is:  Stephanie.lester@fayette.kyschools.us 

The AP Central Website is:   
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-spanish-language  

DOS: Diagnostic Exam 
As a resource for the year, we will be using 5 Steps to a 5, AP Spanish Language book.  You may purchase 
the 2018 or 2019 version of the book (they are the same, get whichever is cheaper!).  You can purchase this 
book on Amazon, at a bookstore, or get one from one a previous AP Spanish student.  Chapter 3 of the book 
is a diagnostic exam.  Take the diagnostic exam.  Use the answer key and the rubrics given to score 
yourself.  You will turn in your scored test.  For the writing sections, explain why you gave yourself the score 
you did, using the words from the rubric.  For the speaking sections, record yourself speaking.  Go back, 
listen to the recording, and scribe it (write down what you said).  Then, score yourself using the rubric. Your 
score will be based on completion of the test, not on your score!  This is worth 200 points.  
 

TRES:  Vocabulary 
There is some key vocabulary you will need to know this year.  These lists are included in your packet.  
There will be links to quizlet sets available on the Google Classroom.  Study these this summer.  There will be 
a quiz over this vocabulary when school starts!   

This packet is due on Wednesday, August 14 (A) or Thursday, August 15 (B). 

mailto:Stephanie.lester@fayette.kyschools.us
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-spanish-language


Parte 2: 
Diagnostic 

Exam 
  



Section 1 Part A:  Print Texts (Reading Multiple Choice) 
Selección #1 

1.       
2.       
3.       
4.       
5.       
6.       

7.       
8.       
9.       
10.       
11.       
12.       

Selección #2 
1.      
2.       
3.       
4.       
5.       

6.       
7.       
8.       
9.       
10.      

Seleccion #3 
1.      
2.       
3.       
4.       
5.       

6.       
7.       
8.       
9.       
10.       

Selección #4 
1.      
2.       

3.       
4.       

Seleccion #5 
1.      
2.       
3.       

4.       
5.       
6.       

Selección #6 
1.      
2.       
3.       
4.       
5.       

6.       
7.       
8.       
9.       



Section 1 Part B Print and Audio Texts Combined and Audio Texts 
Selección #1 

1.       
2.       
3.       
4.       
5.       
6.       
7.       

8.       
9.       
10.       
11.       
12.       

     13.       

Selección #2 
1.      
2.       
3.       
4.       

5.       
6.       
7.       

Seleccion #3 
1.      
2.       
3.       
4.       
5.       
6.       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Section 2:  Interpersonal Writing E-mail Reply 
 
Estimado Mario, 
                
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               



               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                



Interpersonal Writing:  E-mail Reply 
5-Strong 

 

50/50 

□ Maintains the exchange with an appropriate response and elaboration 
□ Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not 

impede comprehensibility 
□ Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 
□ Control of time frames; accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with 

few errors 
□ Consistent use of register appropriate for the situation 
□ Variety of simple and compound sentences; some complex sentences 

4- Good 

 
47/50 

□ Maintains the exchange with an appropriate response and some elaboration 
□ Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
□ Generally appropriate vocabulary, including some idiomatic expressions 
□ Accurate use of the present tense and mostly accurate use of other time frames; 

general control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Consistent use of register appropriate for the situation except for occasional shifts 
□ Simple, compound, and a few complex sentences 

3- Fair 

 

44/50 

□ Maintains the exchange with an appropriate response and limited elaboration 
□ Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
□ Sufficient vocabulary, including a few idiomatic expressions 
□ Mostly accurate use of the present tense and some accuracy in other time frames; 

some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Use of register may be in appropriate; several shifts occur 
□ Simple and a few compound sentences 

2- Weak 

 

40/50 

□ Maintains the exchange with a minimal response 
□ Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion 

for the reader 
□ Limited vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 
□ Some accuracy in the present tense and little or no accuracy in other time frames; 

limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Use of register is generally inappropriate for the situation 
□ Simple sentences and phrases 

1- Poor 

 
35/50 

□ Unsuccessfully attempts to maintain the exchange by providing an inappropriate 
response 

□ Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede 
comprehensibility 

□ Very few vocabulary resources 
□ Little or no control of grammar, syntax, usage, and time frames 
□ Simple sentences or fragments 

0 

 

Unacceptable 

□ Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
□ Completely irrelevant to the prompt 
□ “No entiendo”  or equivalent 
□ Not in the language of the exam 
□ Blank 

 

 



Section 2:  Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay 
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               



               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 



               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               



               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
 



Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay 

5 

Strong 

50/50 

 

 Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
 Demonstrates a high degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints, with very few minor inaccuracies 
 Integrates content from all three sources in support of the essay 

 Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with a high degree of clarity; develops a persuasive argument 
with coherence and detail 
 
 Organized essay; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
 Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
 Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
 Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors 

 Develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple and compound sentences, and some complex sentences 

4 

Good 

47/50 

 Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
 Demonstrates comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; may include a few inaccuracies 
 Summarizes, with limited integration, content from all three sources in support of the essay 
 Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with clarity; develops a persuasive argument with coherence 
 Organized essay; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
 Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
 Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
 General control of grammar, syntax, and usage 

 Develops mostly paragraph-length discourse with simple, compound and a few complex sentences 

3 

Fair 

44/50 

 

 Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
 Demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes some inaccuracies 
 Summarizes content from at least two sources in support of the essay 
 Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops a somewhat persuasive argument with some coherence 
 Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
 Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
 Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
 Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 

 Uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences 

2 

Weak 

40/50 

 

 Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
 Demonstrates a low degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; information may be limited or inaccurate 
 Summarizes content from one or two sources; may not support the essay 
 Presents, or at least suggests, the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops an unpersuasive argument somewhat incoherently 
 Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
 Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader 
 Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
 Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 

 Uses strings of simple sentences and phrases 

1 

Poor 

35/50 

 

 Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
 Demonstrates poor comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes frequent and significant inaccuracies 
 Mostly repeats statements from sources or may not refer to any sources 
 Minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; argument is undeveloped or incoherent 
 Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
 Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
 Very few vocabulary resources 
 Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 

 Very simple sentences or fragments 

0 

Unacceptable 

0/50 

 

 Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
 Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
 “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” or equivalent in any language 
 Not in the language of the exam 

 Blank (no response) 

 

 



Part 2:  Interpersonal Speaking Simulated Conversation 

(Listen & write what you said) 

Juana: 

Tú                
               
                

Juana: 

Tú                
               
                

Juana: 

Tú                
               
                

Juana: 

Tú                
               
                

Juana: 

Tú                
               
                



Interpersonal Speaking:   Simulated Conversation 

 Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 

5
0

/5
0

 

5: STRONG performance in Interpersonal Speaking 

□ Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is clearly appropriate within the context of the task 
□ Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) with frequent elaboration 
□ Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
□ Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors 
□ Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 

4
7

/5
0

 

4: GOOD performance in Interpersonal Speaking 

□ Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is generally appropriate within the context of the task 
□ Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) with some elaboration 
□ Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
□ Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ General control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation, except for occasional shifts 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 

4
4

/5
0

 

3: FAIR performance in Interpersonal Speaking 

□ Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is somewhat appropriate within the context of the task 
□ Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) 
□ Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
□ Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Use of register may be inappropriate for the conversation with several shifts 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors occasionally impede 

comprehensibility 
□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 

4
0

/5
0

 

2: WEAK performance in Interpersonal Speaking 

□ Partially maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is minimally appropriate within the context of the task 
□ Provides some required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) 
□ Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
□ Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Use of register is generally inappropriate for the conversation 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors impede 

comprehensibility 
□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 

35/50
 

1: POOR performance in Interpersonal Speaking 

□ Unsuccessfully attempts to maintain the exchange by providing a series of responses that is inappropriate within the 
context of the task 

□ Provides little required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) 
□ Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
□ Very few vocabulary resources 
□ Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Minimal or no attention to register 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede comprehensibility 
□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 

 

 

 



Part 2:  Presentational Speaking 

(Listen & write what you said) 

               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               



               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                



 Presentational Speaking: Cultural Comparison 
5

0
/5

0
 

5: STRONG performance in Presentational Speaking  5 

□ Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
□ Clearly compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including supporting details and relevant examples 
□ Demonstrates understanding of the target culture, despite a few minor inaccuracies 
□ Organized presentation; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
□ Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
□ Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors 
□ Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 

□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 

4
7

/5
0

 

4: GOOD performance in Presentational Speaking 

□ Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
□ Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including some supporting details and mostly relevant examples 
□ Demonstrates some understanding of the target culture, despite minor inaccuracies 
□ Organized presentation; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
□ Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
□ Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ General control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation, except for occasional shifts 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 

□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 

4
4

/5
0

 

3: FAIR performance in Presentational Speaking 

□ Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
□ Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including a few supporting details and examples 
□ Demonstrates a basic understanding of the target culture, despite inaccuracies 
□ Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
□ Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
□ Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Use of register may be inappropriate for the presentation with several shifts 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors occasionally impede comprehensibility 

□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 

4
0

/5
0

 

2: WEAK performance in Presentational Speaking 

□ Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 

□ Presents information about the student’s own community and the target culture, but may not compare them; consists mostly of statements with 
no development 

□ Demonstrates a limited understanding of the target culture; may include several inaccuracies 
□ Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
□ Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
□ Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
□ Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Use of register is generally inappropriate for the presentation 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors impede comprehensibility 

□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 

3
5

/5
0

 

1: POOR performance in Presentational Speaking 

□ Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
□ Presents information only about the student’s own community or only about the target culture, and may not include examples 
□ Demonstrates minimal understanding of the target culture; generally inaccurate 
□ Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
□ Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
□ Very few vocabulary resources 
□ Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
□ Minimal or no attention to register 
□ Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede comprehensibility 

□ Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 

 0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Speaking 

□ Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
□ Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
□ “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” or equivalent in any language 
□ Not in the language of the exam 

□ Blank (no response although recording equipment is functioning) 

 



Scoring: 

Section I:  Multiple Choice 

Part A:  Interpretive 
Communication:  Print Texts 

 
 
               (number correct out of 71) X 
0.64085 

Part B:  Interpretive 
Communication:  Audio Texts and 
Print Texts Combined AND Audio 
Texts 

Section I Score:     

Section II:  Free Response 

Interpersonal Writing:  Email Reply             (0 to 5 on rubric) X 2.275 
Presentational Writing:  Persuasive 
Essay 

            (0 to 5 on rubric) X 2.275 

Interpersonal Speaking:  
Conversation 

            (0 to 5 on rubric) X 2.275 

Presentational Speaking:  Cultural 
Comparison 

            (0 to 5 on rubric) X 2.275 

Section II Score:     

Total for Sections I and II (round to the nearest whole #)    

Total Score 
71-91 5 

60-70 4 
52-59 3 
43-51 2 
0-42 1 



Parte 3: 
 

Vocabulary 
  



Vocabularlo en las preguntas de leer y 
escuchar 

Español Inglés 
afirmaciones statements/affirmations (things 

that are true) 
afirmar to confirm/affirm 
ambos both 
a que se refiere What does it refer to 
de acuerdo Accordinq to 
dirigido directed 
fuente source 
fuente auditiva audio source 
moraleja moral 
porcentaje percentaqe 
propon propose 
propósito purpose 
que parece what appears 
relato short story 
resume summarize 
según accordina to 
siqnificado meanina 
siguientes followinq 
tipo type 
formular to draw conclusions 

  



Vocabulario para el ensayo persuasivo 
La Introducción 

español inglés 
Es un hecho bien sabido que… It’s a well known fact that… 
Hoy en día todo el mundo está de 
acuerdo que… 

These days everyone agrees 
that… 

En los últimos años se ha visto un 
aumento en… 

In recent years there has been 
an increase in… 

Es un tema 
complicado/preocupante… 

It’s a complicated/worrying topic 

Existe una gran divergencia de 
opiniones sobre… 

There is a wide range of opinions 
about… 

 
El Cuerpo 

español inglés 
Como relata fuente… As source… says 
Al mismo tiempo… At the same time… 
Es decir que… That is to say… 
Puede ser verdad que… It can be true that… 
Sin embargo However,… 
Como punto de partido As a point of departure`= 
Por un lado… On one hand… 
Por otro lado… On the other hand… 
Según fuente… According to source… 
Conviene indicar que… It’s interesting to note that… 



Algunos dicen que… Some say that… 
Como afirma fuente… As source…says… 
Aunque… Even though/Although 
A la misma vez… At the same time… 
Además… Besides… 
A pesar de… In spite of… 
En cambio… On the other hand… 
Sino que… but (rather) 
Hay que tomar en cuenta… One has to take into account 
por because of 
por lo tanto therefore 
En primer lugar… First of all… 
Se suele afirmar que… It is often said that… 

 
La Conclusión 

español inglés 
En suma… In short… 
De todo lo que antecede, se deduce 
que… 

From what has been said, it can 
be seen that… 

existe un gran problema There is a serious problem 
Si se sopesan los pros y contras If one weighs the pros and cons 
pase lo que pase whatever happens 
Al fin y al cabo… At the end of the day… 
Al fin de cuentas… When it’s all said and done… 

      
 



Vocabulario para la Conversación Simulada 
Español Inglés 

acepta acept 
aconseia qive advice 
cuenta tell 
describe describe 
despide  sav goodbye 
explica explain 
expresa express 
finaliza finalize 
haz do/make 
incluve include 
insiste insist 
menciona mention 
ofrece offer 
pide request information 
prequnta ask a question 
propon propose 
reacciona reaction 
recomienda recommend 
saluda greet 
sugiere suggest 
trata de try to 

 
 



Vocabulario para la Comparación Cultural 
Español Inglés 

por un lado on one hand 
por otro lado on the other hand 
en comparación con in comparison with 
si se compara…com if one compares…with 
es cada vez más it is more and more 
es cada vez menos it Is less and less 
se parece a it is similar to 
se diferencia en que it differs in that 
aunque… although/even though 
a la inversa conversely 
sin embargo however 
en contraste in contrast 
por el contrario in contrast 
a pesar de (que) in spite of 
al contrario in contrast 
no obstante nevertheless/however 
parecido similar 
 
Finally, memorize this introduction for your cultural comprarison: 
 
Buenos días clase.  Hoy me gustaría hablarles sobre un tema muy importante, 
(insert question topic) .  Les explicaré las semejanzas y las diferencias entre los 
Estados Unidos y el mundo hispanohablante. 
 


